BOAT TEST == PEDRO

A single
decision

Stretching fuel but still cruising afar, albeit
taking your time, is the option with the
Pedro Levanto 32, says Paul Thomas,

THE MEEDS OF crulsing motor boaters on the east coast of England.
plus the Norloll Broads, are changing. While they are currenily
anly minor; the swing will inerease as linancial and environmeneal
pressures wount. As surely they will.

This 35 why Lhe Dulch Pedeo Boats range of spactous single serew
steel maotor cruisers. designed for use on inland waterways bt alsa
perlectly capalle of coastal use and passages soross the North Sea.
are increasingly practical,

| hawe just met bwo couples who have recently invested in Pedros
and wha, | suspect, will he demonstrating this practicality,

Betired cngineer Keith Cowan and his wife Fionua, a GE lave just
bought a Pedro Levanto 32, a design just updated. and e of &
Pedro range sald in the LK by Jim Cole; 4 scasoned marketeer who
kriows a ihing or twe about what hoaters wanl.,

The second couple are ormer airline pilot Panl Lejeune and wile
{arol, who also bought from [im a Pedro Marin. 2 30 footer with a
quaint o bow and loads of accommadation, like the Levanto 32,

Bolh couplos moved to Suffolk vears ago and live & few doors rom
each other in St Maves. overlooking the Waveney river and marshes
—with thedr hoats each moored in dykes al the boettom of their
lomg purdens,

Fhey got inlo boationg through holidags on the Browads, Like so
many, and are now raising their uabitions 1o coastal cruising
indeed Cowans and Lejeunes were due to be eruizing o Harwich on
the Levanio as we wenl to press for this edition,

"Their airm was to complete qualilicalions & Day Skippers
including thele international certificates ol compoetence (1CCs)
hewding then nest month for the Anghia Atloat Cruise in Compary,

el be delighled o bave Lhem with us—and they will make their
mark, not onlywith their new gualilicalions but also as advorates of
the increasing numbers opting for single screws and single figure
cruising speeds at sea with resulting ecomomy and reduced
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Davits and steps down 1o @ bathing platform make the Pedro even mone versatiie.

1]

.Y AR | ('

89 ...take twice or even thrice
the hours to make your passage
but at half or even a third of

the cost. 99

envirommental impacl over we bwins!

All of which brings us back to the Pedro brasd,

While they win fese awards for beanty, spaciousness of
accommoedation and versatilivy of usage top the Pedro qualities.

Currently A0 feet s Lhe smallest and 44 [eet the largest —a
Levanta, The Levanto range itself goes 32, 38 and 44 and is
traditiongl Thotch style

This naturally majors, like e race, on value, praciicality,
application (Inchiding Lo their own inland walers) and a
conservative but convineing design.

The bouls are buill in Holland as primarily inland waterways crall
bt with ample capabilily, strength and celiabilivy to take on coastal,
and in semne weather conditions, passapes across Lhe North Sea.

They mujor on single engines, towhich increasing numbers ace
now turning to minimise the high cost of running twin-engined,
high speed planing boats = il you wanl o cruise long distances
which may still do.

Putting this in perapective is a typieal cost of £3-5 a mile for a
twrin boar at say 20 knols or more — apaiost perhaps hall or even less
than that per mile, alheit at also less than hall the speed. I all
depends on how wou valoe your thme,

Take twice or even thrice the howes to malke your passags hut at
half or evena third of the cost. Thal is Lhe quandacy, Other points
Lhial woudd-be crulsers question inclade trost in reliability ol Lwin












